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freak of an Indian river, it was ere long deserte'd by
the waterway to which it had owed its prosperity.
The result was the exodus of four families of Bysacks and
one of Sets who wisely made their homes close to these
deeper waters of the Hughli where they could trade with
so much advantage with the Portuguese adventurers at
Oardftn Reach. In the corner of swampy land, formed
by the Hughli and the Adi-Ganga (now Tolly's Nalla),
they built their village, which, in honour of their tute-
lary deity, they named Govindpur* North of this,
beyond the creek, which ran up where Hastings Street now
is, and which is still commemorated by Creek Row, they
established Sut&nuti Hat or " the Cotton Bale Market."
The story of the Portuguese in Bengal is a melan-
choly one. Under the patronage of the Emperor Akbar
they formed a settlement at Hughli, and by 1599 had
provided themselves with a Church and a Fortress.
The fall of Portuguese Hughli took place in 1632. The
race, so distinguished for its early enterprise and con-
summate bravery, had sunk in Bengal into a tribe of
thieves closely allied, both by blood and habits, to the
aboriginal pirates of Arracan, who infested the *'Rogues'
River" *«at the entrance of the Hughli.
3.   the english come to bengal.
the representatives of the English Company reached
the Bay of Bengal a year later than the Dutch who had
established themselves at Pipli and Chinsurah. In 1633
a jarty of our fellow countrymen set forth from Masuli-
patam to try their fortunes in Orissa. Having founded a
factory at Balasore, in 1651, Bridgeman and Stephens
were sent in charge of a party to establish a factory at
Hughli and purchase saltpetre. In 1658, after a talk
at Madras of withdrawal from Bengal, Agents were
appointed to Salasore, Cossimbazar and Patna, and
a Chief Agent for Hughli. To each Agent three
co-adjutors were assigned, and among the co-adjutors
to the Agent at Cossimbazar stands out the name of
Job Charnock.
* See Yule.—Hobson Jobson, " Rogues- River."

